Greens
go for
planning
overhaul

ALEX LUTTRELL

THE Greens want to im-
plement an $8 million overhaul
of the Tasmanian Planning
Scheme preventing commer-
cial development in national
parks and removing exemp-
tions for forestry and marine
farming.

Greens planmng spokes—
woman Rosalie Woodruff said,
if elected, her party would
pump in $8 million over four
years to reinstate the indepen-

dence and function of the Tas-+

manian Planning Commission.
The Greens would also:
REQUIRE all reserve and
Crown land to be discretionary
and prohibit commercial devel-
opment in national parks; -
REMOVE exemptions for for-
estry and marine farming with-
in the current planning system,
ensuring activities on land or
water are consistent with the
scheme as well as consultation
and appeal processes;
CALL for a review on building
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heights and remove exemp-
tions on high limits;

HAND back ‘ministerial ap-
proval powers to the commis-
sion and councils;

PROHIBIT call-in powers for
projects by retaining the policy
around projects of state signifi-
cance;

PROTECT the environment
and heritage through biodiver-
sity mapping, a review of the
natural assets and the heritage

- codes and reintroduce protec-

tion for heritage buildings;
DEFEND Aboriginal heritage
during development appli-
cation processes; and
REINTRODUCE the environ-
mental living zone to protect
biodiversity in rural areas.

Dr Woodruff said the policy
recognised Tasmanias’s future
would depend on people being
able to have a say in planning.

“It will give communities
and individuals the right to
have a say and to appeal devel-
opments,” Dr Woodruff said.

“It will remove the power of
ministers to intervene in plan-
ning decisions.”

‘Liberal Franklin MP Nic
Streetrejected the Greens’ plan.

“They want to stop any sort of
development or investment,
slam the brakes on the economy
and destroy jobs,” he said.
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